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John Williams I  barque, built in England 

 
Last Name:   -- 

Launched:    20 March 1844   Ship Type: Barquentine 

Tonnage: 296 tons  Length: 31 m   Breadth: 7,5 m 

Owner History:  London Missionary Society LMS, built at costs of ₤6300. 

Status:    wrecked on 16 March 1864 at Niue 

 

 

 
http://www.slv.vic.gov.au/miscpics/0/0/1/doc/mp001039.shtml 



 
Year Departure Arrival Destination 

1844 
The JOHN WILLIAMS sailed from London on 5th June 1844 

and arrived at Sydney 27th October 1844, Robert Clark Morgan master. 

1844  1844-10-27 – Sydney From London 

1844 1844-11-07 - Sydney  South Sea Islands 

1844 
1844-12-04 : Huahine, Society Islands, 1944-12- 14 : Raiatea, 1844-12-24 : Papeete, 

1845-01-09 : Rarotonga, 1845-01-22 : Aitutaki, 1845-02-23 : Apia, Samoa 

1st visit to the New Hebrides with Rev. Murray, Rev. Turner : 

1845 1845-04-01 – Upolu  New Hebrides, New Caled. 

1845  April 1845 Tanna  

1845  1845-04-16 - Aname North Aneityum 

1845 1845-04-18 - Aneityum  To Erromanga 

1845 1845-05-01 - Efate  To Loyalty Islands 

1845 1845-06-11 - Samoa  To the Windward Islands 

 1845 July/August from Samoa to Tahiti. 1845-08-26 at Tahiti. In Oct Society Islands 

1845  1845-12-12 – Sydney  

1846 1846-02-03 - Sydney  South Seas Islands 

 1846-06-29 at Tahiti, Rarotonga to Samoa (Nisbet joined) then to the Loyalties – Mare 

2nd Visit to the New Hebrides: 

1846 
September 1846: Sailed through the New Hebrides. In September at Futuna, 

Tanna, Aneityum, in October at Eromanga and  Efate 

1846    

1846 1846-12-01 - Samoa  London 

1847 On 15th May 1847 the JOHN WILLIAMS arrived in England after 90 days. 

1847 
1847-10-05 farewell prayers in the Tabernacle, Moorfield, London for the Second Voyage 

to the South, leaving London on 10 October 1847. 

1847/48 1847-10-31 - Portsmouth 1848-02-26 – Hobart Town From London 

1848 1848-03-13 – Hobart Town 1848-04-22 - Tahiti  

 Not calling at Sydney!  1848-04-29 at Huahine, Society Islands or Leeward Group 

 1848-05-27 - Pangpango 1848-05-29 –Upou, Samoa  

3rd Visit to the New Hebrides (G.Turner – H.Nisbet): 

1848 
1848-07-03 – Upolu Sa-

moa 
1848-07-13 – Aneityum  

1848 1848-07-16 – Aneityum 1848-07-16 - Tanna  

1848 1848-07-19 - Tanna 1848-07-20 – Efate  

1848 1848-07-29 – Efate To the Loyalties but because of bad wind to Aneityum 

1848  1848-07-29 – Aneityum  

1848 1848-08-06 - Aneityum 1848-09-02 - Apia  

1849  1849-03-09 - Sydney  

 1849-03-29 adv Steward wanted by John Williams 

1849 1849-04-17 - Sydney  To Samoa 

1849 
1849-05-07 at Samoa, 1849-06-23 at Tahiti, left from there about 10 August to the Lee-

ward Islands. 

4th Visit to the New Hebrides in October 1849 with Revs.Murray & Hardie 

 1849-09-07 - Aneityum 1849-09-11 - Tanna  

 Then Aniwa, Erromanga, Pango/Efate, Havannah Harbour, then to the Loyalties 



 1849-Oct/Nov Aneityum again – then to Samoa(?) and England 

  1850-05-31 - London R.C. Morgan master 

In July 1851 journey back to the South Sea, Robert Clark Morgan master 

1851 1851-07-13 - London 1851-11-01 – Hobart Town To Sydney 

1851 1851-11-13 – Hobart Town 1851-11-22 - Sydney  

1852 1852-01-01 – Sydney 1852-02-05 - Tahiti South Seas Islands 

1852 1852-02-17 – Raiatea 1852-March - at Rarotonga For other islands 

1852 1852-04-27 – Apia  To New Hebs & Loyalties 

5th Visit to the New Hebrides in May June with Revs Murray & Sunderland 

1852 1852-05-09 - Tanna 1852-05-14 - Aneityum  

1852 1852-05-18 - Aneityum 1852-05-18 - Futuna Futuna in between 

1852 
1852-05-22 – Dillon’s Bay 

Erromanga 
1852-05-25 - Efate June: Loyalties 

1852 1852-07-08 – Apia   

1852 29 Oct John Williams at Papeete from Rapa, calling for passengers to Sydney 

1852 1852-12-25 – Aneityum, New Hebrides. 

1853  1853-01-05 - Sydney from Aneityum 

1853 1853-03-09 – Sydney  for Tahiti 

1853 1853-04-18 – Tahiti  For the Windward Islands 

 

1853  1853-07-28 - Sydney  

1853 1853-10-13 – Sydney  For Anatam & Tahiti 

Visit to the New Hebrides in 1853 

1853 1853-10-22 - Aneityum   

1853 Then Havannah Harbour, Mare, Lifu, Aneityum again 

1853 1853-11-13 - Aneityum  
H.M.S. Herald was there 

too 

 On 15 November back to Samoa via Niue, reaching Samoa on 4 January 1854. 

1854 1854-03-09 - Auckland  South Sea Islands 

1854  1854-08-12 – Samoa Eastern Islands of Samoa 

1854  1854-05-21 – Sydney  

1854 1854-07-15 – Sydney  
For the South Sea Islands 

with Rev Nisbett 

Visit to the New Hebrides in 1854 Rvs Hardie & Sunderland 

  1854-10-07 - Aneityum  

 1854-10-10 - Aneityum 1854-10-13 - Tanna 

 Then Erromanga, Efate, Loyalties 

1854  1854-10-23 – Loyalty Islds  

1854 1854-12-23 – Upolu  England via Society Islands 

1855 June 1855 in London - Last by RC Morgan, successor Captain Williams 

1856 1856-07-23 – London  For the South Seas 

1856 At Cape of Good Hope on 7 October 

1856  1856-11-16 – Hobart Town To Melbourne 

1856/57 1856-12-31 – Melbourne 1857-01-06 - Sydney  

1857 1857-01-29 – Sydney  For Tahiti 

1857 1857-03-12 at Tahiti, 7 April Rarotonga, and then on 27 May to New Hebs. 



Visit to the New Hebrides in 1857 together with the mission ship “John Knox” 

  1857-06-05 - Aneityum, Then to Tanna 

  1857-06-14 - Dillon’s Bay, = Eromanga 

  1857-06-18 - Fate = Efate 

  1857-06-25 - Lifou = Loyalties 

  1857-07-12 – Aneityum  

1857 1857-08-01 - Niue, 1857-08-06 – Apia, Upolu, Samoa 

1857 1857-08-06 - Apia 1857-09-17 - Tahiti 
to Austral Group, Tahiti, 

Sydney 

  1857-12-05 – Cook Islands  

1858  1858-01-22 – Sydney  

1858 1858-03-29 – Sydney  South Sea Islands via Tahiti 

1858  1858-05-01 – Tahiti To London 

    

Visit to the New Hebrides 

  1858-07-08 - Aneityum Erromango, Aniwa 

    

1858 
In July 1858 John Williams left London via Cape of Good Hope to the South Seas.  

Dec 1858 John Williams in Samoa to go to Sydney 

1858 
On 7 November 1858 at Huahine, Society Islands, at Aneityum to get Rev Inglis, 27 No-

vember at Rapa, Austral Islands, Polynesia, begin October Tahiti. 

1859  1859-03-04 – Sydney  

1859 1859-06-27 – Sydney  South Sea Islands 

Visit to the New Hebrides in October/November 1859 with Revs. Inglis & Turner 

1859 1859-11-14 - Aneityum  To Samoa 

1860 At 26 February1860 Society Islands.  

1860  1860-03-12 – Raiatea To London 

 

In January 1860 reported in England having completed the fourth South Sea voyage. Will 

sail again to the South Seas in October. 30 June 1860 arrived at the West India Docks 

fitting for sea. She will soon begin a three years’ cruise to Africa, Indian Ocean and Poly-

nesia. 

1861  1861-03-18 – Hobart Town From London, to Melbourne 

1861 1861-03-27 – Hobart  To Melbourne 

1861  1861-04-20 – Melbourne To Sydney 

1861  1861-04-24 – Sydney From Melbourne 

1861 1861-05-16 – Sydney  South Seas Islands 

1861 To Tahiti – Society Islands – Samoa – Savage Island 

1861 5 July 1861 John Williams called at Rarotonga 

Visit to the New Hebrides in 1861 with John Geddie 

1861 1861-08-30 - Aneityum 1861-09-05 - Tanna  

1861 

John Williams with Geddie and Murray made a trip to the northern islands Aniwa, 

1861-09-11 at Erromanga, 1861-09-13 Efate, Epi, Ambrym, Malekula and Santo 

then. 

1861  1861-09-23 - Santo To Aneitym 

 Mission conference at Aneityum in October 1861 

1862 1862-05-27 – left Apia   

1862  1862-07-07 – Sydney  

1862 1862-09-17 – Sydney  Norfolk Island, South Seas 



Islands – not NH 

1863 

On 4 March Penrhyn Island, in March 1863 in Tahiti, 22 March 1863 JW at Rarotonga, 

Cook Islands,6 April Mangaia Cook Islands, May 1863 in Tahiti, 9 June 1863 Rarotonga 

again, 

1863 1863-06-22 – Apia Upolu   

Visit to the New Hebrides July 1863 

1863  1863-07-01/04 – Aneityum 

1863 left Loyalty Islands on 10 July for Sydney. Captain Williams 

1863  1863-07-23 – Sydney 
From the South Sea Islands, 

Captain Williams 

1863 1863-09-26 - Sydney  
Loyalty, New Hebrides, Sa-

moa 

Visit to the New Hebrides in October 1863 not sure, only a mail notice & article in SMH 

1863 9 November at Ovalau, Fiji -  5 Nov near Samoa - 19 November 1863 at Samoa 

1864 5 Febr JW at Raiatea, Fr. Polynesia, May 1864 at Aitutake, Capt Williams 

The barque John Williams became a total wreck on 16 May 1864 near 

Danger Island (=Niue) in the Cook Islands. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
http://203.35.183.199/emuseum/code/emuseum.asp?id=152281 

 



 
http://nla.gov.au/nla.pic-an2252577 

 


