
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 
The New Hebrides 
 

We are very happy that we can show to our readers some views from the New Hebrides 
made from photos the doctor Ormières gave us when he returned from this archipelago 
where the Government sent him for a mission. 
 

Much has been said recently about these islands on the fact that a little diplomatic fight 
exists between France and Great Britain, a fight which has been ended by the convention 
of 15 November 1887. There was no winner and no loser. The rivals decided to perform a 
joint surveillance in this distinct ocean area. It is true that we evacuated the military posts 
we had installed on Sandwich Island and on Mallicolo. But this evacuation cannot be con-
sidered as a failure. Like a former undersecretary, Mr Ètienne, declared in a letter to Mr. 
Paul Deschanel, deputy of Eure-et-Loir, that this convention of 15 November 1887 nothing 
but renewed in some way the arrangement of 1878 in which France engaged to venture 
nothing in the New Hebrides without notifying Great Britain. We should have had taken 
possession of these islands before 1878, when our rights were out of the question. We did 
not do this. We committed ourselves to continuing conventions. We can do nothing at the 
moment but to accept the situation diplomacy provided and do the best of it. 
 

At last this archipelago is far from offering the same resources as New Caledonia. It is 
sparsely populated and the people who live there without any requirements are of no use 
at all for our import trade. Purportedly their nature is that of a difficult race; but neverthe-
less we must state that from one island to the other there are people of different types and 
noticeable different colour. They remained absolute savages, don’t wear clothes, live from 
raw fish, yam and papayas. They make war incessantly and the unhappy ones who are 
caught have to suffer the destiny to be eaten. Anthropophagy is a real flagellum for these 
countries. It contributes to a great extent to the stagnation of the population. The very ru-
dimentary weapons are arrow and bow, mostly empoisened. In order to contaminate the 
arrowheads they are placed into cadavers in the state of decomposition where they stay 
long enough. The injuries they cause may be only anatomic pinholes but they imply inevi-
tably death. The New Hebrideans have a property one should know and which is very 
scarce with savages: they are no drunkards. As a balance they smoke excessively and 
their only goal when contacting strangers is to get a bit of tobacco in exchange to coconuts 
or other products. 
 

The climate of the New Hebrides is not one of the healthiest. Very warm and very humid at 
the same time it is barely endurable for a European. Swampy areas give off evaporations 
under the influence of a burning sun which cause fever which ruins even the toughest 
health. There’s no medicine against this malaria, even the natives fall ill from it. Everybody 
calling at islands in this area has to take the utmost precautions : only then can he avoid 
infection. And one should repair one’s strength under the clearest sky in the healthiest cli-
mate of New Caledonia. 
These are the considerations which suffice to decrease the repentance which can be 
caused by the convention of 1887. 
 
(Remark: This doctor Ormières was supposed to stay in the New Hebrides according to a contract between 
New Caledonian officials and Mr. Higginson. But he preferred to stay in Noumea and let his son-in-law do the 
work, who was not a doctor. source: John Higginson by Anne-Gabrielle Thompson; Paris, 2000) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

(Remark : The Loyalties have nothing to do with the New Hebrides, but seen from France, it’s only a stone’s 
throw from there…. So they showed up in this article 

 


